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LET’S EXPLORE
• Why study abroad?

• How does exchange work?

• Who is eligible?

• Where can you go?

• Is it safe?

• What courses can you take? 

• What does it cost?

• How do you apply?



WHY STUDENTS 
CHOOSE TO STUDY 
ABROAD?
• Personal development

• Intercultural competency

• Enriched academics

• Language skills

• Career preparation and professional 

development

• Gain new perspectives and life-long 

connections



HOW DOES 
EXCHANGE WORK?
• You pay tuition to Laurier

• Student in host country pays 

tuition to their institution

• “switch places” 



HOW DOES EXCHANGE WORK?

PRE-APPLICATION 
RESEARCH

• Mandatory 
information session

• Choose top 4 
schools 

LAURIER’S 
EXCHANGE 

APPLICATION

PARTNER 
INSTITUTION 
APPLICATION

COURSE CREDIT 
TRANSFER

• Initial application
• ONE reference
• MyDegree Assessment
• Exchange Course 

Planning Tool
• Pay $30 applicaiton fee

• Complete course registration 
at host institution

• Complete Course Credit 
Transfer Agreement (CCTA) 
with academic advisor 
approval

• Second application
• Receive acceptance 

letter
• Start visa application

MATCHED & 
NOMINATED

• Accept placement
• Pay $110 placement 

fee
• Nominated by 

Laurier to partner 
institution 

• SHERM Safety Plan



WHO IS ELIGIBLE 
FOR EXCHANGE?

• Students need:
⚬ To be in 3rd, 4th or 5th year

⚬ 10.0 credits on your Laurier transcript

⚬ GPA 7.0 or higher

￭ 6.0 – 6.9 possible with a GPA Waiver (excluding 

Kinesiology and LSBE students, exception for 

Economics students) 

• Language assessment
⚬ If studying abroad full-time in another language

⚬ Assessed by Languages department 



HOW LONG CAN 
STUDENTS GO?

Depends on the following:

Your current program

The number of spaces at exchange partner

Your finances

Term dates at host institution

*Typically one term



WHEN CAN 
STUDENTS GO?

• Semester abroad:
⚬ Apply the year before (8-12 months before)

￭ Fall 2025
￭ Winter 2026
￭ Fall 2025 and Winter 2026 (some locations)

• Summer abroad
⚬ Spring/Summer terms (condensed 1-8 weeks)
⚬ Apply for one program in Winter 2025 for 

Spring/Summer 2025 



TERM DATES: MANY DIFFERENT FROM 
LAURIER’S

• Germany: Technical University of Munich (TUM)
⚬ Laurier Fall: TUM Winter semester - October-late March
⚬ Laurier Winter: TUM Summer semester - April-late September

• Australia: University of Western Sydney
⚬ Laurier Fall: UWS Spring session (July-November)
⚬ Laurier Winter: UWS Autumn session (Late February-late June)



WHERE CAN I GO?
• Australia
• Austria
• Belgium
• China
• Denmark
• France
• Germany
• Ghana
• Hong Kong

For More Information

@reallygreatsite

• Ireland
• Italy
• Japan
• Mexico
• Norway
• Portugal
• Slovenia
• South 

Korea
• Spain

• Sweden
• Switzerland
• United 

Kingdom
• United States



WHERE CAN I GO?

For More Information



IS IT SAFE?
• Laurier monitors safety situations at 

host institutions – so should you!  

travel.gc.ca  

• Can likely travel:

⚬ Exercise normal security 

precautions

⚬ Exercise a high degree of caution

• Cannot travel:

⚬ Avoid non-essential travel

⚬ Avoid all travel

http://travel.gc.ca


IS IT SAFE?
• After Laurier determines if it is safe to 

travel:
⚬ You decide what is comfortable based 

on your personal risk level

• Once in-country, Laurier monitors travel 
advisories and local situation

• You may be asked to return home, even if 
the travel advisory has not escalated to 
“Avoid Non-essential travel”



Course approval has 2 steps:

1. Exchange Course Planning Tool form

• Part of initial application

• “Wish list” or draft of courses

• Does NOT require Academic Advising approval

2. Course Credit Transfer Agreement (CCTA)

• Complete after placement in your host institution

• “Guarantee” of how credits transfer

• Requires Academic Advisor / Program Coordinator 

approval

WHAT COURSES CAN 
YOU TAKE? 



• Take elective courses that are unique to the 
institution and location

• If you take a redundant course, it will not be 
counted towards your degree

WHAT COURSES CAN 
YOU TAKE? 



• Your “wish list” showing the whole academic 

year

• Includes terms at both Laurier and host 

institution

• Submit the form as an attachment to your 

online application

• DOES NOT REQUIRE ACADEMIC ADVISOR / 

PROGRAM COORDINATOR SIGN OFF

STEP 1: EXCHANGE 
COURSE PLANNING 
TOOL (FORM)



EXCHANGE COURSE 
PLANNING TOOL 
(FORM)

Your courses can be:
• Elective
• Major
• Program Requirement
• Minor Concentration 
• Option



“DOCUMENT LIBRARY” IN JOURNEY



• Course transfer is done by 
credit weight

• Count the number of 
CREDITS you take abroad, 
not how many courses

• Credit weighting is different 
at each host institution

HOW MANY CREDITS DO YOU TAKE?



STEP 2: CCTA FORM (ONCE REGISTERED ABROAD)
• Credits transfer back to 

your Laurier degree as 
pass or fail credits (CR)

And your GPA 
stays the same!



HOW MUCH 
DOES IT COST?

Application fees:
• $30 application fee (part of your initial 

application)
• $110 placement fee (when you are 

accepting/declining your offer)

Tuition costs:
• 2.5 credits paid to Laurier (full-time studies)
• Exception: ALC reduced course load

Incidental fees at host 
school and cost of travel:
• Airfare, visa
• Study permits ($20-$500), review 

embassy/consulate website of host country
• Accommodations, activity fees, bus pass or 

other ground transportation, health insurance, 
etc.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113


HOUSING
• Housing “leads” provided by international office 

at host institution

• On-campus or off-campus

• Some universities offer international residences

NEOMA Business School 

Residence, France

Akita International 

University, Japan

Ljubljana University, 

Slovenia

This was the hardest 

part of my exchange 

prep and required a 

lot of research!



SAMPLE COSTS FROM EXCHANGE 
ALUMNI: 1 TERM ABROAD

• Does not include tuition

• Includes: flight, rent, utilities, food, 
travelling, visa, health insurance, bus 
pass, phone, etc

• Students traveling to same 
destination can have varied budgets 
based on how much they travel, cost 
of accommodations, preferences etc.



FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE
• Still eligible for OSAP

• Apply for awards after accepted to program

• Student Awards through LORIS (listed on exchange 
website)

• Research external sources
⚬ MyWorldAbroad



NEXT STEPS: TIMELINES & 
DEADLINES

SUMMER PROGRAMS

FALL & WINTER EXCHANGES

Apply to one 
institution

(Options posted 
ongoing as received)

Research, 
prepare

Application
due

Late applications 
due (for Winter 

2026 only)

Late Fall 2025 Winter 2025 March 1, 2025

Research, 
prepare

Application
due

Placed with 1 
institution

Fall 2024 January 30, 2025 End of February 2025 May 15, 2025



APPLY USING JOURNEY

For More Information



NEXT STEPS: HOW TO APPLY?

Search programs 
using Journey

Select “Apply” to your first 
choice to initiate application
• Can rearrange program selection in 

Journey application portal

Apply to 4 choices

Submit required documents:
• One referee 
• Passport
• MyDegree Assessment
• Exchange Course Planning Tool
• Motivation letter 



APPLICATION 
REQUIREMENTS
• Reference (submit early via Journey)

⚬ Academic or non-academic reference

⚬ Will be automatically emailed from 

Journey

• Exchange Course Planning Tool (course 

“wish list”)

• Copy of passport (or approved alternative)



APPLICATION 
REQUIREMENTS
• Acknowledgement of Risks (allow 60+ minutes to 

read)

• “Letter of Motivation” questions (500 words max.)
⚬ Why do you want to study abroad?
⚬ Why did you choose the destinations you 

chose?
⚬ Relate this experience to your academics

• Budget: Estimated cost of 1 host institution (most 
expensive)



FALL 2025 / WINTER 2026 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 

JANUARY 30, 2025, 4 P.M.



OTHER GLOBAL 
ENGAGEMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 
AT LAURIER!



NON-EXCHANGE 
PROGRAMS
• Internship

⚬ Ghana Internship

• Faculty-led field courses
⚬ Laurier course with Laurier 

instructor abroad for 2-4 weeks

• Volunteer opportunities
⚬ Exchange alumni



INTERNATIONAL 
@ HOME
• Intercultural Certificate

• International Education Week

• Tandem Language Program

• World University Service of Canada (WUSC)

• Volunteer opportunities



RACHANA BHARWANI’S 
EXCHANGE

• 4th-year Psychology, Philosophy minor, 

Leadership option

• Sciences Po Lille, France

• Fall 2024 exchange





FIND US ONLINE!

Global Engagement Website Instagram: 
@LaurierInternational
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